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ind moved suddenly to Whitehall in order to break the blow by
aer own ministration of comfort. When Lady Norris lost a son
in Ireland, cMy own Crow/ she wrote to her, eHarm not your-
self for bootless help, but show a good example to comfort your
dolorous yoke-fellow. ...* And when two years later the same
service took the lives of two more sons, she wrote to both father
and mother: "We couple you together from desire that aH the
comfort we wish you may reach you both in this bitter accident.
We were loth to write at all, lest we should give you fresh occa-
sion of sorrow, but could not forbear, knowing your past re-
solution in like mishaps, and your religious obedience to Him
whose strokes are unavoidable. We propose ourselves as an ex-
jample, our loss being no less than yours/ In 1595, when the
Earl of Hertford took steps to set aside the declaration of
invalidity against his marriage with Lady Catherine Grey and
was imprisoned in the Tower for his dangerous action, Eliza-
beth wrote to his second wife, who was distraught with anxiety.
6 Good Francke,' she began, and bade her not to think the crime
'more pernicious and malicious than an act of lewd and proud
contempt against out own direct prohibition'. clt is far from
our desire to pick out faults in such as he. Being slow to rigour
towards the meanest, we will use no mare severity than is
requisite for others' caution in like cases, and than shall stand

with honour and necessity__For a farewell, you are to observe

this rule, that seeing griefs and troubles make haste enough, un-
sent for, to surprise us, there can be no folly greater than by
fearing that which is not, or by over grieving for that which
needs not, to overthrow the health of mind and body/

Another very human glimpse of the Queen is in a note which
she sent to her godson Harington, then a boy, accompanying a
copy of her speech to the Parliament of 1576: *Boy Jack, I have
made a clerk write fair my poor words for thine use, as it cannot
be such striplings have entrance into parliament assembly as yet.
Ponder them in thy hours of leisure, and play with them till they
enter thy understanding; so shalt thou hereafter, perchance, find
some good fruits hereof when thy godmother is out of remem-
brance; and I do this, because thy father was ready to serve and